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Introduction

On behalf of the Committee it is my pleasure to report to you on the activities undertaken by members and by the committee in the past year. 
Guardians’ primary interest is the ecological health of the Inlet, now and for the future. We were therefore dismayed by the conclusions in the report on sedimentation presented to Porirua City Council late in 2009. The authors say that the current rate of sedimentation is at least twice that previously suspected and that if nothing is done about it, the Inlet will be a flax and raupo swamp by the end of next century. While this may be a ‘worst case scenario’ interpretation of the data, there is no doubt that the ecological and aesthetic qualities of the Inlet as we know them today are under serious threat. Porirua City Council is working hard to produce a management strategy for the Inlet and the whole harbour, and we must support this effort in both its development and implementation phases. Our current advice to the council is that it needs to pay urgent attention to preventing avoidable soil erosion in the harbour catchment. This will mean enforcing stringent regulations on development projects and encouraging revegetation of stream edges and erosion-prone areas in the catchment. Guardians have been active in planting programmes in the past and we hope that members will be able to be involved again in the near future. Unfortunately, such opportunities are rare at the moment as both city and regional councils respond to the financial difficulties of the recession and wisely await the development of a comprehensive management plan for the harbour. We expect a draft plan will be available for public comment by late 2010.      
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Community activities  
Stream monitoring
Thanks to Ian Thompson and our volunteers we have completed another year of monitoring the water quality and quantity and diversity of invertebrate animals – mainly snails and insect larvae – of the four major streams flowing into the Inlet. There have been a few changes in monitoring personnel and we heartily thank those people stepping down and warmly welcome those taking on monitoring roles. The Stream Monitoring Programme is now in its eighth year. We monitor six sites and continue to provide data on the health of these streams to the Greater Wellington Regional council. The council has recently told us how much they appreciate the work we do.

Inlet Clean-up day
This annual effort to remove rubbish from the Inlet shore was once again well supported by the community with 60 people turning out.  As in previous years the clean-up was a combined exercise involving Guardians, Keep Porirua Beautiful and Plimmerton Rotary.  Mana New World also generously donated food for the barbecue and a grocery voucher for the prize draw. The Guardians organisers, Tony Shaw and Janet Ryan, were grateful to again have the Titahi Bay Lions caravan for use as a registration headquarters. The start time at 11.00am was an hour later than usual at the suggestion of Reverend Jenny Dawson to allow church goers to take part and we were very pleased to welcome Jenny herself on the day. A novel experience for the organisers and participants was being filmed by Cheryl Cameron as part of the series of educational films she is making about the Inlet and the issues affecting its health.

Annual Photographic Competition

We were again delighted with the interest shown in the photo competition. This is our tenth year of running the competition, first in association with Sea Week, but more recently as a standalone event. We received 237 prints for our judge, Geoff Marshall, to assess. The standard was, as always, very high, and the entries in the Youth (under 18) and Junior (under 13) sections show that we have some talented young photographers in our community. We are grateful to Whitby Mall, Porirua City library and Palmers Lifestyle Centre, Plimmerton for allowing us to display the winning photos on their premises. If you missed these opportunities to see them they are now on our website http://www.gopi.org.nz/2010-results/. The competition would not have been possible without the continuing support of the Porirua City Creative Communities Fund and our commercial sponsors – Palmers Lifestyle Centre, Scene@plimmerton, Mana Pharmacy, Whitby New World, Whitby Post and Bookshop, Rubys Café, Bright Building Supplies, Black Rose florist, Café Mondo,  Big Salami, Café Vella, Topor Bistro and Bar, Magpie, Boosh Hairdressers, Leacroft Nursery and Harvey Norman for the free printing of competition entries. Thanks go to Ian Thompson, Dick Fernyhough and Ian’s family for all their hard work in organising the competition and displays.

 

Important Committee activities 


Porirua Harbour and Catchment Management Strategy
We have continued to take an active role in discussions with city and regional council officers about what needs to be done in the Inlet as a contribution to the overall strategy. In particular, we provided input into the planning for the sedimentation survey already mentioned and for the hydrodynamic model now being developed. Both of these are essential tools for the formation of the strategy. The sedimentation survey provided information on the extent of one of the major problems (the others being pollution and excess nutrient flow from the catchment). The hydrodynamic model will provide a means of testing suggestions for dealing with these problems.
Pollution issues

Despite the inclusion of tough conditions in resource consents for subdivisions the Inlet is still subject to so-called minor incidents of mud and clay outflow from them. Although each incident may be small their cumulative effect will not be. Where it has been made aware of them, the committee has taken up each case with the responsible council. In the past year there have been two incidents and hopefully both have been resolved satisfactorily. We thank members and friends for drawing these problems to our attention and urge you to continue to do so. 
Inlet Pathway
Late in the year, after prolonged discussion and negotiation, Porirua City Council and the several interested community organisations agreed on an acceptable route and method of construction for the extension of Te Aro Piko from Ration Point to Pauatahanui village. Construction will begin before the end of 2010. This section of the pathway is much more difficult to site than the previous section between Motukaraka Point and Ration Point. Over most of this part there is very little room between the road and the shore or salt marsh. The initial suggestion to make most of the path a boardwalk two metres or more seaward of the road edge was not acceptable to any of the the community organisations. We argued that this would be an unnecessary intrusion into the Inlet and could cause lasting damage to the salt marsh ecosystem. The path would also come perilously close to the bird breeding ponds on the wildlife reserve. Concerns were also expressed about the potential for damage to the shore by the proposed method of construction of the path. These concerns have been resolved satisfactorily. The newly accepted route places the path landward of the edge of the inlet shore where possible. In some parts the road comes to the actual edge of the salt marsh and some intrusion is unavoidable. Planning for the technically even more difficult section from Camborne to Motukaraka Point will begin shortly. 
Our website and its education function

The launching of our new website in November brought great satisfaction, as it represented the end point of a huge endeavour that had lasted more than 12 months. We were fortunate to be accepted as a project for e-Commerce students at Victoria University, which meant that our website was developed free of charge. To maintain the site, we continue to use Silverstripe, a free content management system. Our hosting costs are covered by sponsorship from Lighthouse Cinema Pauatahanui, and we express our thanks to them for their generosity.

The new website has given us more options in the way we bring information to members and the general public. For example, our home page presents a slide show of Inlet images, we have links on the site to videos posted on YouTube, and the winning photos in the photo competition are now able to be displayed in a more flexible layout. We are currently creating a ‘Family Activities’ section for rainy days at home and to keep children involved and interested on Inlet visits.

There are diverse ways of  achieving the Guardians’ main aims of protecting the ecology and celebrating the inherent beauty of the Inlet; researching and monitoring; informing people about the Inlet; involving the community; making submissions to relevant bodies; and producing educational resources. In designing the new website, we were keen to give ourselves an effective vehicle for meeting all these aims. We are receiving increasing contact from people who have come to us through the website. Recent examples have included a case of suspected pollution, a report of unusual bird activity, a request for access to up-to-date weather information, and several enquiries for our educational resources.

Now that many of the environmental issues that led to the formation of the Guardians in 1991 are being actively addressed by the city and regional councils and the pace of urban development in the catchment has slowed down, albeit temporarily, we were able to give more attention this year to developing and updating our educational resources. 
Several years ago teacher and scientist Neil Bellingham prepared a stunning printed resource kit, Pauatahanui Inlet, a living resource. This was a very valuable tool for teachers in the traditional classroom. Now, teachers are asking for web-based learning materials, and producing these materials will be the major focus of our work in this area over the next 12 months.

Many primary and intermediate schools have told us they need easily accessible computer-based information and activities that fit the New Zealand curriculum. To satisfy this need, we are currently preparing a range of pilot materials to match the Key Competencies as they are expressed on page 12 of the New Zealand Curriculum document: Thinking; Using Language; Managing Self; Relating to Others; Participating and Contributing. The document notes, ‘The competencies continue to develop over time, shaped by interactions with people, places, ideas, and things. Students need to be challenged and supported to develop them in contexts that are increasingly wide-ranging and complex.’ We are designing our materials to support teachers’ use of the Inlet to help develop these competencies in their students. We intend to have our pilot materials available on the website in time for the Inlet field trip season in Term 4.

In addition to the topics we have already planned, we will be inviting teachers/schools to suggest topics and themes of specific relevance to their own programmes. We will be happy to prepare materials for them at any level.

Also in the pipeline are more comprehensive units of work for older students. We intend to base many of these units on the DVD series about the harbour and inlet currently being produced by the Pauatahanui Inlet Community Trust.

Conclusion
In concluding I heartily thank all members for their continuing support and the committee for their hard work in sustaining our campaign of care for the welfare of the Inlet.
John Wells

Chairperson 
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