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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

New look. You’ll notice a few changes and additions in this newsletter. We want everyone to find something of interest so we’re adding a ‘Family Activity’ section – this time it’s an Inlet Word Find. Most children love Word Finds, so do share it with the younger members of your family or with young neighbours. We’re also planning to launch an activity section on the website. And speaking of the website, check out the photo competition results on http://www.gopi.org.nz/2010-results/.
It’s incredible! Wouldn’t you have thought that with all the publicity given these days to the need for developers to ensure that their activities don’t lead to environmental degradation they would know better? Submit an application that asks to discharge sediment to streams? Not only that, but an unquantified amount of sedimentation? Seemingly, some major players still haven’t cottoned on. Recently the Greater Wellington Regional Council was asked to approve a big industrial development in the Porirua stream catchment. In rejecting the application GWRC didn’t mince words:

“The impacts from the proposed works would be potentially significant with an unknown quantity of sediment entering into tributaries and streams in the area. This could have potentially significant environmental effects on the wider Porirua Stream catchment and Onepoto arm of Porirua Harbour which were already under pressure from stream piping, sedimentation and pollution from urban development. The proposed piping and reclamation of streams and tributaries and removal of native vegetation would remove important ecological values from the wider catchment. These include the ability of the catchment to retain sediment, absorb and treat contaminants and provide nutrients and food for native fish and insects. The mitigation offered was also insufficient to offset the adverse environmental effects of the works. The permanent loss of existing habitat, impact of the project’s extensive earthworks and the lack of mitigation combined with the location of the proposed works in the sensitive Porirua catchment meant the environmental costs would be far greater than acceptable.”
Good on ’em. 

John Wells

PHOTO COMPETITION 2010
We were again delighted with the interest shown in the photo competition. This is our eleventh year of running the competition, first in association with Sea Week, but more recently as a standalone event. We received 237 prints for our judge, Geoff Marshall, to assess. The standard was, as always, very high, and the entries in the Youth (under 18) and Junior (under 13) sections show that we have some talented young photographers out there yapping at the heels of the adult winners. In case you missed the reports in local newspapers, you can check out the winners (and their photos) on our website http://www.gopi.org.nz/2010-results/. Thanks go to Ian Thompson, Dick Fernyhough and Ian’s family for all their hard work in organising the competition and displays.
The photo competition is held every March, and photos taken in the previous 12 months can be entered. Why not start photographing the Inlet now? Autumn and winter light can be magical and you or a member of your family could find yourselves a winner in the 2011 competition. We welcome entrants from anywhere in New Zealand or overseas, so if you’re an out-of-towner visiting the Inlet, we invite you to enter next year. And if you’re a local, please encourage all your snap-happy visitors to enter next year’s competition. Entry forms are published on the website in January each year. Next year’s categories probably won’t be too different from this year’s: Nature, Recreation, Human impact, Scenic impressions. Judging criteria are normally: Technical quality, Composition, Originality. Photos need to be either 200mm x 250mm or 200mm x 300mm.
IMPROVING OUR EDUCATION FUNCTION

Wendy Edwards has been hard at work consulting with local schools and teachers on how our website can best serve their educational purposes. Right now, though, schools are just snowed under with the new national standards, so progress hasn’t been as quick as we had hoped. However, the good news is that we’re now under way, and we hope to have the first resources up on the website by the beginning of Term 3.

We’re planning to produce two types of educational resources. The first type will be a short 30-minute activity sheet which could be used for independent or extension work in the classroom. Each will contain information and data on an Inlet-related topic, with suggested tasks. The units can stand alone but they can also be used as part of a wider study.
We’re making sure these independent activity sheets reflect the key competencies of the new curriculum, especially ‘Participating and Contributing’, which is about being actively involved in our community. Right now we’re writing our first two activity sheets: The Pauatahanui church and graveyard and Crabs.
The second resource will consist of information, teaching notes and classroom activities to be used before or after a field trip to the Inlet. Some will include a short DVD.
It’s a big task, and we’d love to have some help. If you, or anyone you know, would like to help us with writing this material, we really want to hear from you. Please don’t be shy. Contact Wendy Edwards on our email pauainlet@gmail.com. 
AGM

This year our AGM will be held on Thursday 3 June at 7.30 pm in the Bradey Room, Whitby. We have a very interesting speaker lined up – Taku Parai of Ngati Toa will speak about the importance of the Inlet to the iwi, culturally, historically, and for the future. We feel very fortunate that Taku has accepted our invitation to speak to members and we‘re sure you will want to come along.

The AGM elects the Committee and Officers for the coming year. Our Rules state that “every person who is a financial member of the Society shall be qualified for appointment to the Management Committee. No person who has been a member for less than one year shall be appointed Chairperson”. Nominations for Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and 6 committee members may be lodged with the Secretary (by email or post) by 20 May or at the AGM.
SHOULD WE BE A REGISTERED CHARITY?
GOPI is an Incorporated Society but we’ve been looking into being registered as a charitable organisation. If we make this change, donations over $5 will be tax deductible for the donor. Being a registered charity would also change what happens to our assets if we disband. Current Rules allow assets to be disposed of ‘in such manner as the members at a Special Meeting shall think fit’, including dividing them among the members. As a charity, however, our assets would have to be disposed of in accordance with the provisions of the Charities Act 2005 and also the requirements of the Charities Commission. There may be other changes we will need to make. Such a change to our status requires you, our members, to approve a rule change, so we’ll circulate notice of rule changes to you before the 3 June AGM and discuss it at the meeting.
2010 COCKLE SURVEY

We are starting to make preparations for the eighth triennial cockle survey of the Inlet, which will take place in the afternoon of Sunday 21 November. We’ll tell you more later, but please put this date in your diary now and start encouraging others to think about joining in – we need about 100 volunteers. Check the website for information about cockles and pictures from previous surveys. 
OUR WEBSITE 

Our newly designed website www.gopi.org.nz goes from strength to strength as more people learn about it and find out how useful it is. Our user figures are higher than ever. Recently, we had a call from a parent of a student at a Lower Hutt primary school. The boy was doing a project on salt marshes, and he found lots of useful information on our website. We were delighted to be able to help further by sending his school a copy of our educational resource Pauatahanui inlet – a living resource. Even though we’re updating our educational material to reflect changes in teaching styles, there’s still a lot of great information in those booklets.
The success of our website has also led to our webmaster, Beverly Fairfax, and our developer, Matt Gunn, being asked by Plimmerton Residents Association to help them develop their new website.

We’re using our website to bring scientific and environmental information to members as well as students, researchers and the general public. It’s also worth checking the site regularly for news, items of general interest, links to other groups, notes from our committee meetings, results of competitions and advice about events. 
We feature Cheryl Cameron’s Harbour Talk articles and videos on the site, as well as other videos that we receive. We’d love to have more items of interest from you, our members. We’d also welcome your suggestions for new sections. Remember our email: pauainlet@gmail.com. 
Don’t forget to send a link to your friends overseas – we have some stunning photos on the site.
NEXT PAGE: THE INLET WORD FIND  →   →   →   →   →   →   →   →   →   →

INLET WORD FIND
First, fold the page in half so you can’t see the answers at the bottom of the page. Then find the words Pauatahanui and inlet and circle them.
Then find 13 other words associated with the inlet. The words go across → and down ↓.
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u w n g a i o a i o r t w b t q
EMERGENCY NUMBERS FOR THE PAUATAHANUI INLET

Pollution: Discharges of contaminants to air, land, stormwater drains, streams, rivers or sea and for after hours consent enquiries - ring Greater Wellington 0800 496 734 (24 hours)

Boating infringements: Greater Wellington 384 5708 (24 hours)

Fisheries issues: Ministry of Fisheries 0800 476 224 (24 hours)

Pauatahanui Wildlife Reserve: Department of Conservation 0800 362 468 

Let us know what you have reported so we can keep an accurate record and follow up if necessary - 233 2557 (Secretary, GOPI) or pauainlet@gmail.com.

Answers to the Wordfind
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