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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON
JUST DESSERTS:  Greater Wellington Regional Council (GW) announced recently that they had successfully prosecuted in the Environment Court contractors who had destroyed a small stream in the Pauatahanui Stream catchment, causing sediment to flow into the stream and the Inlet. The contractors were fined $60,000. The GW press release reads —

GW laid three charges against each party in December 2010 alleging that approximately 60 metres of the stream had been reclaimed and smothered with cleanfill and non-cleanfill material causing it to be diverted and become laden with sediment.

The stream is an unnamed tributary of the Pauatahanui Stream within the Pauatahanui catchment, an area defined in the Regional Freshwater Plan as having a high degree of natural character.

Greater Wellington Environment Regulation Manager Alistair Cross urged landowners and contractors to get in touch with Greater Wellington consents and compliance staff for advice on any proposed works and consent requirements.

“The Pauatahanui catchment where these reclamation works were undertaken is one of high ecological significance and warrants careful management and protection. Though we are pleased site remediation is now in progress, the parties were aware that they needed resource consent before undertaking the works and could have avoided this situation.”

 

It’s good to see that the system works.    
John Wells

PORIRUA HARBOUR STRATEGY – WHERE IS IT AT?

We expect that a draft of the Porirua Harbour and Catchment Strategy and Action Plan will go out for public consultation shortly. The City Council’s objective is to have it finalised by about October so that it can be incorporated into the next Long Term Plan (for the years 2012-2022). This Plan will determine the future of the Porirua Harbour and Pauatahanui Inlet and it is important that it recognises the views of the Porirua public. The GOPI committee has been involved in the formation of this draft and we are pleased that our suggestions have been well received. But the significance of this document is such that it deserves the close attention of everyone who loves the Inlet. Be sure to have your say. 
For those less familiar with the history of this project, the following is a summary of how it got to this stage.

In 2006 Porirua City Council (PCC) for the first time recognised Porirua Harbour as a 
community asset. Moreover, they recognised that its value as a scenic attraction and for recreation, and thus as an economic resource for the city, was declining due to increased levels of pollution. Together with the Greater Wellington Regional Council (GW) and Ngati Toa Rangitara, the local manawhenua, they began a programme to identify the issues and devise means of tackling the problems that beset the harbour. To a large extent this programme built on experience gained from research and study since the 1990s in the Pauatahanui Inlet and extended it to the Onepoto Arm. PCC and GW committed significant long term finance to the project.

It soon became obvious that many of the problems of the harbour resulted from activities in the catchment, with the Porirua Stream being of particular concern. Since most of this stream’s catchment is within Wellington city boundaries it was necessary to persuade the Wellington City Council to join the partnership. 

The result is a strong commitment from these four stakeholders to attend to the problems in the entire harbour catchment area and to express this in a comprehensive Harbour and Catchment Management Plan that would feature prominently in the Long Term Plans of the three local authorities.

AGM

At the AGM on 30 June the following were elected to the Management Committee for the 2011-2012 year.
Chairperson
John Wells
Secretary
Denis Fairfax
Treasurer
Dick Fernyhough
Membership Secretary
Janet Ryan
Webmaster
Beverly Fairfax
Committee
Wendy Edwards

Phil Hawkey

Angela Hunt

Tony Shaw

PHOTOCOMPETITION 2011

No doubt you have all seen the media reports on this year’s photographic competition. Both Whitby Newsbrief and Kapi-Mana News gave extensive coverage, including the winning entries. We were very pleased to be asked by Kapi-Mana News if they could run a ‘readers choice’ competition among the four open section winners. Naturally we accepted and we hope that this will be a continuing feature in future years. If by any chance you have not seen the winning photos you can have a look at them on our website — www.gopi.org.nz/2011-winning-photos/.  
INLET CLEANUP DAY
This year’s Cleanup will take, place on Sunday 20 November, starting 11.00am at Browns Bay car park. Just to remind you, this is a family inclusive activity, with the worthwhile objective of keeping our beautiful Inlet clean and tidy looking. What’s more is that there is a sausage sizzle finish for all who come. Diary it now!  
LIVING WATERS
Just a note to remind you to keep checking the ‘Living Waters’ website for additions to the series of short (10 minutes) documentary films being produced by GOPI member Cheryl Cameron for the Pauatahanui Inlet Community Trust. They are designed to advertise and celebrate the ecology, diversity and beauty of Porirua Harbour and the Pauatahanui Inlet, and to point out the threats to these values. Eight have been completed and are available at www.livingwatersdoco.co.nz. Please
 do tell your friends and neighbours about them. They are marvelous for both adults and children.
WEBSITE MATTERS

Our website continues to grow and improve in the quantity and variety of information provided. It contains a wealth of information of interest to all. Among other things you can look at our history; view the best photos from our competition which has been running annually since 1999; get information on the fauna and flora of the Inlet; and keep up to date by navigating from our home page. New members may be particularly interested in having a deep look. We welcome all comment – positive, negative, new ideas for content and layout – just send us an email. 
EDUCATION REPORT

Four new education units have recently been published on our website. Two were developed in response to requests from local schools. The plant unit will help pupils to identify some of the plants of the saltmarsh and was written with the help of an eminent plant expert. It may be used either as a classroom activity or as part of a field trip. The history unit covers the period when the Ngati Toa chief Te Rangihaeata lived and fought in the area. An activity unit about his final skirmish with the Governor and his troops at Battle Hill will follow. The other two units, on Shags and on Recreation, have been written as supporting material for schools to use with the Living Waters documentaries.  

FAMILY CORNER

How’s your knowledge of the Inlet and its plants and animals? Try it out against this crossword.
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ACROSS

1
suburb at the northwest corner of the inlet

5
one of the main threats to the ecology of the inlet

7
what type if environment is the inlet?
8
another name for cockles
10
one of the birds often seen on the inlet

11
one of the wetland plants growing in the Pauatahanui Wildlife Management Reserve at eastern end of the inlet

12
another bird often seen in the inlet

16
another bird often seen in the inlet

18
location on the northern side of the inlet

19
one of the shell fish species found in the inlet

DOWN

1
another shell fish species found in the inlet

2
a large fish sometimes seen basking in the inlet
3
another fish living in the inlet

4
an important food source for filter-feeding animals in the Inlet
5
a marine mammal that occasionally visits the inlet
6
one of the trees growing in coastal scrub areas in the Pauatahanui Wildlife Management Reserve
9
one of the types of fish called whitebait during its juvenile stage

10
gets washed into the inlet from building sites and roadworks during heavy rain, adding to the sedimentation problem

11
abbreviation of Guardians of Pauatahanui Inlet

13
another bird often seen on the inlet

14
another fish in the inlet

15
fish that travel through the inlet on the way to spawning

17
another wetland plant
EMERGENCY NUMBERS FOR THE PAUATAHANUI INLET

Pollution: Discharges of contaminants to air, land, stormwater drains, streams, rivers or sea and for after hours consent enquiries - ring Greater Wellington 0800 496 734 (24 hours)

Boating infringements: Greater Wellington 384 5708 (24 hours)

Fisheries issues: Ministry of Fisheries 0800 476 224 (24 hours)

Pauatahanui Wildlife Reserve: Department of Conservation 0800 362 468 

Let us know what you have reported so we can keep an accurate record and follow up if necessary - 233 2557 (Secretary, GOPI) or pauainlet@gmail.com.
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