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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON
It’s been a demanding year, but we can look back on it with great satisfaction. I want to thank you all for your support, especially for the marvellous turnout for the Cockle Survey and Inlet Cleanup Day. The result was a good job done quickly and efficiently. The photo competition again attracted high quality entries and once again we had wonderful support from Porirua City Council and local businesses. Our redeveloped website has been very successful, judging by the number of hits and the complimentary comments. The new education material is being very well received. Organising these activities has taken a huge amount of work by the committee and to all of you, members and committee, my grateful thanks for a year’s dedicated effort. I wish you a healthy and satisfying summer break.

John Wells

2010 COCKLE SURVEY

Our 7th triennial survey of the cockle population of the Inlet was successfully completed in the week 21-27 November. We’ve sent the data to NIWA for analysis and should get the results in February. From a quick look at the raw data it seems that the population has not declined — it’s even possible there’s been a slight increase. At some sites there are quite spectacular differences, up and down, in numbers and it will be interesting to see what the analysis says about that. Our most grateful thanks to the 97 volunteers who came along and to whoever arranged for the Sunday to turn out bright, sunny and almost windless. Our thanks also to the Pauatahanui, Plimmerton, Pukerua Bay and Whitby Residents Associations and to Plimmerton Rotary Club, who all helped raise volunteers by advertising the survey to their members. 

PHOTO COMPETITION 2011
We’ve decided to reschedule the competition from its usual time of March to mid-May, which will make it easier for us to get everything done. We apologise for this, but the upside is that it does make more of the summer months available to you to take those stunning photos. We’ll be announcing details towards the end of January.
PICT, PHACCT, AND THE PORIRUA HARBOUR STRATEGY
The latest information we have is that the Harbour Strategy will be available for public comment in mid-2011. This is a good deal later than first anticipated. We can only hope that it lives up to our expectations so that we can move quickly to the implementation phase. Meanwhile, progress has been made on the formation of a Porirua Harbour and Catchment Community Trust (PHACCT). It is hoped that this new body will have its first meeting soon. PHACCT will have representatives from Ngati Toa and the three Councils (Porirua, Wellington City and Wellington Region) and from the Porirua community. It will be responsible for facilitating the implementation of the Harbour Action Plan, that is, for prodding and pushing the Councils to achieve the outcomes of the Strategy without delay. This is the same function for the whole harbour that PICT (Pauatahanui Inlet Community Trust) has for the Inlet and it could be argued that PICT becomes redundant with the establishment of PHACCT. However, PICT has declared that it will remain in place as an advocate for the particular interests of the Inlet until it is satisfied that PHACCT is adequately performing this role. We work closely with PICT and endorse their decision.
ENCORE FOR NEIL

Hearty congratulations to Neil Bellingham on his ‘ENCORE’ award for Community Leadership. These awards are given by Greater Wellington Regional Council, Department of Conservation and the Wellington Hawke's Bay Conservation Board to honour people demonstrating a sustained commitment to environmental restoration, nature and conservation in the Wellington region. The citation for Neil emphasises his contribution over 30 years as a founding member of Friends of Maara Roa, which is restoring the Cannons Creek valley; with the Guardians of Pauatahanui Inlet; and through the Trees for Survival nursery at Porirua College, which he set up in 2001. Neil was one of those early members who helped to establish our reputation in the community and with the local authorities. He founded our education programme with the publication of Pauatahanui Inlet – a living resource and organised several of the cockle surveys. 
WEBSITE AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS

We do hope you’re recommending our website to friends and family. We continue to add content, and are particularly pleased when people tell us what they’d like to see. In 2011 we hope to add significantly to the educational material available on the site. We’ve already put several units of work for primary schools on the site, as well as 11 worksheets in a series called Let’s visit the Inlet. (If you’ve got young visitors over the holiday period, why not check these out? Even though the worksheets are designed primarily for school groups, many of them work well for family visits to the Inlet.) The address is http://www.gopi.org.nz/education/.

ADVERTISING OURSELVES
We’re very keen to make sure that everybody knows about the Guardians and that as many people as possible have the opportunity to join us. We’ve made quite an effort this year to be seen by local residents. At the Plimmerton station re-opening on 10 October, we set up a stall by the Steyne Avenue entrance to the underpass. New committee member Angela Hunt joined John Wells for the morning, and with 800 turning up for the celebrations we were delighted to be able to present GOPI to dozens of interested people. We were also invited to have a stall at the Pauatahanui School Lamb and Calf Day, and although in the end we had to reluctantly decline the offer for this year, we hope to make this an annual ‘presence’ in the Pauatahanui community. We’ve had some very good press coverage this year, and our particular thanks go to Geoff Mowday of Whitby Newsbrief, whose enthusiasm for what we do has seen several articles published this year. If you know of an event where we could have a publicity stall, please let us know.
Christmas greetings to all – and when you’re settling down after Christmas dinner, you might like to try the Inlet quiz on the next page.
AN AFTER CHRISTMAS DINNER TRUE/FALSE QUIZ FOR YOU
Which of the following statements are true and which are false?
	1 An estuary is where the plants and animals of the sea meet the plants and animals of the land.
2 The shoreline length of the Pauatahanui Inlet is 13 kilometres.
3 The wildlife reserve is at the western end of the Inlet.
4 Te Rauparaha’s nephew once built a pa at Motukaraka Point. 
5 Cockles are univalves.
6 There was once a gold mine on the Inlet.
7 Pukekos, White Faced herons, Keas and Shags are all found on or around the Inlet.
8 Many crabs’ eyes are situated on stalks.
9 The Royal Spoonbill, which frequently visits the Inlet, is black and white.
10 Pukekos are carnivores.



EMERGENCY NUMBERS FOR THE PAUATAHANUI INLET

Pollution: Discharges of contaminants to air, land, stormwater drains, streams, rivers or sea and for after hours consent enquiries - ring Greater Wellington 0800 496 734 (24 hours)

Boating infringements: Greater Wellington 384 5708 (24 hours)

Fisheries issues: Ministry of Fisheries 0800 476 224 (24 hours)

Pauatahanui Wildlife Reserve: Department of Conservation 0800 362 468 

Let us know what you have reported so we can keep an accurate record and follow up if necessary - 233 2557 (Secretary, GOPI) or pauainlet@gmail.com.

PUZZLE ANSWERS:  T,   T,   F,   T,   F,   T,   F,   T,   F,   T.
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